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Listing of the Claims: 

The following is a complete listing of all the claims in the application, with 

an indication of the status of each: 

1 1 (Currently Amended). A method of attracting customers in a bulletin 

2 board supplied from a server connected to a plurality of clients yiaa 

3 network , comprising the step of: 

4 electronically giving a contributing client connected to the server a 

5 predetermined benefit depending on the level of a reaction from another an 

6 evaluating client with respect to an article which has been contributed to 

7 the bulletin board by said contributing client. 

1 2 (Currently Amended). A method of attracting customers in a bulletin 

2 board, comprising the steps of: 

3 storing an article articles contributed to a the bulletin board 

4 s uppli e d lu a client in a server <"iid articles beinP contributed by from a 

5 plurality of clients connected to the ser ver; 

6 supplying the an article stored in the server to another an evaluatin g 

7 client; and 

8 giving the a. contribute client which has contributed the article a 

9 predetermined benefit depending on the level of a reaction from said other 
1 0 evaluating client with respect to said article. 

1 3 (Currently Amended). A method according to claim 1 , wherein said level 

2 ofa reaction from the other evaluatin g client serves as a criterion to give 

3 the contributing client said benefit comprises an evaluation made by said 

4 other evaluating client with respect to said article. 

1 4 (Currently Amended). A method according to claim 2, wherein said kye 

2 ofa reaction from the other evaluating client serves as a criterion to give 

3 the contributing client said benefit comprises an evaluation made by said 
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other evaluating client with respect to said article. 

5 (Currently Amended). A method according to claim 3, wherein said 
criterion to give the conjribjrting client said benefit comprises a 
quantitative value depending on the number of answers from evalu^ng 
clients which have evaluated the article. 

6 (Currently Amended). A method according to claim 4, wherein said 
criterion to give the c^nmbjoting client said benefit comprises a 
quantitative value depending on the number of answers from evaluating 
clients which have evaluated the article. 

7 (Currently Amended). A method according to claim 3, wherein said 
evaluation madeby said ^sn^^^r^*^** 1 * 
comprises a multivalued quantitative value. 

8 (Currently Amended). A method according to claim 4, wherein said 
evaluation made by said other evaluating client with respect to said article 
comprises a multivalued quantitative value. 



1 9 (Currently Amended). A method according to claim 3, further 

2 comprising the step of: 

3 giving said ote ev^ating client which has evaluated the article 

4 contributed to the bulletin board, said benefit depending on the number of 

5 times that said an evaluation has been entered. 

10 (Currently Amended). A method according to claim 4, further 



comprising the step of: 



1 

3 """" giving said other e^tmg client which has evaluated the article 

4 contributed to the bulletin board, said benefit depending on the number of 

5 times that said an evaluation has been entered. 
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1 1 1 (Currently Amended). A method according to claim 9, further 

2 comprising the step of: 

3 giving said benefit to clients, among said plurality of clients, winch 

4 have entered said an evaluation a number of times winch is equal to or 

5 greater than a predetermined number. 

! 12 (Currently Amended). A method according to claim 10, further 

2 comprising the step of: 

3 giving said benefit to clients, among said plurality of clients, whtch 

4 have entered strrd an evaluation a number of times which is equal to or 

5 greater than a predetermined number. 

! 13 (Currently Amended). A method according to claim 5, further 

2 comprising the steps of: 

3 totaling said quantatitive value over a predetermined period; and 

4 giving said comributog client said benefit depending on the totaled 

5 quantatitive value. 



! M (Currently Amended). A method according to claim 6, further 

2 comprising the steps of: 

3 totaling said quantatitive value over a predetermined period; and 

4 giving said ccmtribjrting client said benefit depending on the totaled 

5 quantatitive value. 

15 (Currently Amended). A method according to claim 5, further 
comprising the steps of: 

evaluating the article bxth^ey^tin^c^ by voting for or 



1 
2 
3 

4 against the article; and 



giving said c^ntribirting client said benefit depending on the 
number of votes for the articles from the oiher^lu^ng clients. 
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! 16 (Currently Amended). A method according to claim 6, further 

2 comprising the steps of: 

3 evaluating the article W^Mm^m by voting for or 

4 against the article; and 

5 giving said contributing client said benefit depending on the 

6 number of votes for the articles from the gttoy^to clients. 



1 



1 



17 (Original). A method according to claim 1, wherein said benefit 



2 comprises points that can be added. 



1 8 (Original). A method according to claim 2, wherein said benefit 
2 comprises points that can be added. 

! 19 (Currently Amended). A method according to claim 1, further 

2 comprising the step of: 

3 placing information other than the article contributed by the 

4 contobuting client on the bulletin board. 



! 20 (Currently Amended). A method according to claim 2, further 

2 comprising the step of: 

3 placing information other than the article contributed by the 

4 contributing client on the bulletin board. 



{ 2 1 (Original). A method according to claim 1 , further comprising the step 

2 of: 

3 providing a plurality of bulletin boards for respective 

4 predetermined categories. 

, 22 (Onginal). A method according to claim 2, further comprising the step 
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3 providing a plurality of bulletin boards for respective 

4 predetermined categories. 

1 23 (Original). A method according to claim 1 , further comprising the step 

2 of: 

3 displaying the bulletin board following a page for purchasing 

4 merchandise. 

! 24 (Original). A method according to claim 2, further comprising the step 

2 of: u . 

3 displaying the bulletin board following a page for purchasing 

4 merchandise. 



, 25 (Currently Amended). A method of attracting customers in abulletin 

2 board supplied from a server connected to a plurality of clients yiaa 

3 network , comprising the step of: 

4 displaying b i Jhe Ji e H er J! ^^ m 

5 evaluation of an article which has been contributed to the bulletin board by 

6 aconhibj^client,byar K rta 



, 26 (Currently Amended). A method of attracting customers in a bullettn 

2 board, comprising the steps of: 

3 elatroricany storing an article contributed to a bulletin board 

4 ,„,„!, - i , ^...en hv a contributing client in a server from a 

5 plurality of clients ronnerted to said server via a networ k; 
electrcmically supplying the article stored in the server to another 

7 client in the network ; and 

8 displaying b^these^*^^ an evaluati ° n ° f 

9 said article by another aiLeval^ting client. 

! 27 (Currently Amended). A method according to claim 25, further 
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) comprising the step of: 

i displaying the number of points assigned to said conmbutmg chen, 

4 dependingontheevaiuationbytheo^S-lMlkgclientoftheamcle 

5 which has been contnbu.ed to the bulletin board by said the^ttWmg 



6 client. 



1 28 



(Currently Amended). A method according to claim 26, farther 



2 comprising the step of: 

3 displaying the number of pomts assigned to said conJribuOag chen, 

4 depending on the evaluation by the o*er evaluating client of the article 

5 which has been contributed to the bulletin board by said contributing 

6 client. 



, 29 (Currently Amended). A system using a bulletin board, comprising: 

2 aplurality of clients; 

3 an rnformation transmitting server connected to said OnaOasd 
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Cents and giving a * client a predetermmed benefit dependmg 
on the level of a reaction from another an^tmg chen, with respect to 
an article which has been contributed to the bulletin board by sa,d 
retributing client; and 

a customer information managing server for managing information 

of the pjuralitxof clients including said benefit. 

30 (Currently Amended). A system according to claim 29, wherein said 
action from the^her s^ev^ing client serves as a critenon to gtve 
the contributing chen, said benefit comprises an evaluation made by sa,d 
rther eating client with respect to said article. 

3, (Currently Amended). A system according to claim 29, wherein said 
criterion to give the contributing client said benefit compnses a 
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quantitative vaiue depending on the number of answers from eating 
clients which have evaluated the article. 

32 (Current* Amended). A system according to claim 30, wherein said 
equation made by said o*er e^ing client with respect to said amcle 
comprises a multivalued quantitative value. 

3, (Currency Amended). A system according to clatm 30, wherein said 
information transmitting server comprises means for gtving satd other 

ctent winch has evaluated the article, said benefit dependmg 
on the number of times that said evaluation has been entered. 

34 (Original). A system according to clatm 33, wherein said information 
transmitting server comprises means for giving said benefit to chents, 
among said plurality of chents, which have entered said evaluation a 
number of times which ,s equal to or greater than a predetermined number. 

35 (Currently Amended). A system according to claim 31 , wherem said 
information transmitting server comprises means for totaling sa,d 
quantatitivevaiueoverapredeterminedperiod.andgivingsa.d 
..mriWngelien, said benefit depending on the totaled quantatmve value. 

36 (Currently Amended). A system accordmg to claim 30, wherein said 
information transmitting server comprises means for rejectmg an 
evaluation of said article from the Stating chen. which has 
contributed the article. 

3 , (Currently Amended). A system accordmg to claim 36, wherein said 
information transmitting server comprises means for rejecting „ urfb* 
evaluation of the same article from the same eyjduatmg chert. 



1 37 
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38 (Currently Amended). A system according to claim 32 31, wherein said 
other evaluating client comprises means for evaluating the article by voting 



3 for or against the article, and said information transmitting server 



comprises means for giving said contributing client said benefit depending 
on the number of votes for the articles from the evaluating clients. 

39 (Currently Amended). A system according to claim 29, wherein said 
information transmitting server comprises means for giving said 
contributing client points that can be added as said benefit. 

40 (Currently Amended). A system according to claim 29, wherein said 
information transmitting server comprises means for placing information 

than the article contributed by the contributing client on the bulletin 
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4 board. 



1 41 (Original). A system according to claim 29, wherein said information 

2 transmitting server comprises means for providing a plurality of bulletin 

3 boards for respective predetermined categories. 



42 (Original). A system according to claim 29, wherein said information 
transmitting server comprises means for supplying a page with the bulletin 
board displayed therein in combination with a page for purchasing 
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4 merchandise. 



43 (Currently Amended). A system using a bulletin board, comprising: 



2 a plurality of clients; and 



3 
4 

5 

6 

7 client. 



an information transmitting server connected to said clients via the 
Internet, for eiectTOjiically supplying a bulletin board to said clients and 
displaying an evaluation of an article contributed by a contributing client to 
said bulletin board by another an^lu^ting client, on said contributing 
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44 (Current* tended). A system according to Cairn 43, wherem satd 
nation transmitting server comprises means for dispiaying, on sa,d 
^ ^ eiient, the number of points assigned to said csntrib^ 
chen. depending on the evaluation bythe other eating chent of the 
article which has been contributed to the bulletin board by satd 



5 

6 contributing client. 



, 45(Curren,l yAm ended).Ase r verconnectedtoap.uraH,yofcHentsv I a 

2 the interne,, for supplymg a bulletin board to said clients and gtvmg a 

£ealM cnen,aprede.erm,nedbe„e fl ,depe„dm g onthe,eveofa 

^ertonfrom^aa^y^toclientwith respect to an art,c,e wmch 



3 
4 

5 has been c< 



contributed to the bulletin board by said coMribuUng client. 



